I0O0F CEMETERY
DENTON, TEXAS

ESTABLISHED 1860
THIS SURVEY 1982

DENTON COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION

DENTON, TEXAS



Copyright © 1984
Denton County Historical Commission

Courthouse on ‘the Square
Denton, Texas 76201



I 0 O F CEMETERY, DENTON, TEXAS

The I 0 O F Cemetery is located six blocks south of the
Courthouse Square in Denton, Texas. It is bounded by Carroll
Boulevard, Highland Street, I O O F Street, and Eagle Drive.:
In 1860, when it was established, it was described as bheing
"out in the country.”" Now it is surrounded by apartment com=
plexes and residences. The large campus of North Texas State
University begins a few blocks west of it. ' o

James M. Smoot, a Denton merchant from. Virginia and a
charter member of Denton Ledge No. 82, Independent Order: of
0dd Fellows, donated land to the Lodge for the cemetery in
1859 or 1860. That tract, now known as '"the old part," .is
north of Highland Street which extends east to west through
the cemetery. In the center of this area one may see the
monument of James M. Smoot, who died in 1862 at age 40. His
was one of the small number of burials during that decade,
as the City Cemetery (now called Oakwood) in the east part
of the town . of Denton was most used. Denton and the I 0 O F
Lodge were both established in 1857.

_ From about 1870, however, the new I 0 O F Cemetery had
. ,J;aP,i d..growth...—Tt. comprised..four divisions.,—designated-as ..

"A" through "D", each of which had thirty-five blocks of ten
grave spaces each. Division "D" was then used as the site
of the water well, windmill, and workshed for the cemetery.
Therefore, not many early burials were made in this division.

By 1880 space had become scarce, and in 1883 the Lodge
made its first land acquisition when it purchased from John
and Anne E. McMurray seven and one-half acres which adjdined
the south line of the original tract. It was described as
being within the corporate limits of the City of Denton.
(Denton County Deed Book V, page 563).

In June 1916 the Lodge bought another tract (of six and
one~half acres) from Mrs. McMurray. A fence with arch gate
had been erected around the cemetery in 1912, and with the
new acquisition of 1916, the Lodge planned to move the fence
and gate to enclose it. Residents of the area protested as,
they said, "It would be in the view of their property more
than if it was back in the timber as it is now." (Denton
Record-Chronicle, June 14, 1916, page 5). This recalls that
the whole area had been in woods«-probably ocak trees. The
Lodge records include accounts for the cutting of wood and
burning of brush in the cemetery. Permission was given to
use its "present hiteching lot" for burials. Unfortunately

the fence and arch gate were removed by later City offiecials.

By the 1920s burial space became critical; maintenance
was a great problem. Lot owners neglected care of lots; many
had moved away. No more land was available and the City had
prohibited any additional cemetery space within the city.
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In 1933 the Lodge offered to deed all of the cemetery to the
City of Denton. This offer was accepted by vote.of citizens
April 1933. Thus, after 73 years of diligent care and labor
by members I O O F relinquished ownership of this historic
memorial park. This is well-documented in the Minute Books
of the Lodge, which themselves are unique registers of early
Dentonians.

The Parks Department of the City of Denton now manages
the records and furnishes maintenance for the I 0 O F Ceme-
tery. Although the traditionmal ledger recordings have been
continued, a modernized system of records is plamned. Aleng
with many other advantages this will show readily where there
are unused spaces. Although scarce, some are available. In
some cases it is difficult to locate the owner or heirs.

Although there have been great losses of markers during
124 years--by time and elements, accidents, vandalism and
theft--it is felt that through the efforts of the City and
- other involved groups and’ individuals, the years for such
losses have passed.

Vigitors to the cemetery include people who have come
long distances to view and photograph the burial places of
relatives and ancestors. Rubbings are made from inscrip- .
tions to add to family records. Many visit to study monu-
ment styles. Men from one dormitory of NTSU offerad to
assist .in the restoration work in "the old part."

. During the 1983-1984 I O O F Fence Fund drive, which
was sponsored by the Denton County Historical Commission,
one of the largest donations--more than a thousand dollars--
was made by the Junior Historians Club of Calhoun Junior
High School, assisted by other groups of the school. The -
Fence Fund received contributions frem interested persons
in many parts of the country.

It is evident that I 0 O F Cemetery (often called the
Odd Fellows Cemetery) is appreciated and will be preserved
for future generations. The Denton County Historical -Com-
mission will maintain a file of its history.



i

PREFACE

The Denton County Historical Commission has developed an
extensive collection of surveys of Denton County cemeteries.
This publication, a major contribution to the collectiom, is_

a record of the I 0 O F Cemetery, in the City. of Denton. It°
was compiled from a 1982/1983 survey which was made by the
Denton County Genealogical Society. Incorporated into this
project was information taken from gravestones, from burial
records of the City of Denton, and, in many cases, from news-
paper obituaries, City death records, marriage records, ete. !

The merging of data from these sources has yielded a
fuller recording of names and dates as well as the inclusion-
of about 700 persons buried in graves now unmarked. Also, = -

-included are about 66 unmarked graves of unknown persons. In”
all, there are approxlmately 5,800 entries for persons who
have been burled in this cemetery from 1860 until 1982.

Denton Lodge No. 82, Independent Order of 0dd Fellows in ’
1860 established this cemetery, developed and maintained 1t :
until 1933 when it was deeded to the City of Denton. It is
remarkable that the two controlling entities have kept these

s 2B RCOTEAS—a S conplete—as--this-project-Lfound—them—to-be+——How

ever, there are the inevitable mistakes from such detailed
recording and from information given to the record keepers.
For example, some of those reported as unmarked were found

to have been removed to another cemetery or leocation. The
birth and death dates reported are often inaccurate. Such
information and corrections reported by the users of this
publication will be appreciated by the Denton County Histori-
cal. CONﬂlSalon. :

ThlS record has two main parts: first, the main body of
the book which includes the full listings arranged according
to location in the cemetery; and, second, the alphabetically
arranged full-name Index of persons interred

IO0OO0OF Cemetery is arranged by (1) d1v151ons which are
designated as "A" through "Y"; (2) by blocks within each
division and numbered 1-35 (usually, 357; and (3) by grave or ;'

"space" number within the block, numbered 1-10 (usually 10).
Thus, the citation, K-28-5 1nd1cates Division K, Block 28,
grave space 5. (See Map/diagram). Throughout the main body
of the book these notations appear at the outer margin of the
page as, for example, K-28. The space number is placed by
the individual entry name. '

The Name Index is an alphabetical listing of full names
of individuals,. followed by citation to division and block.
Some cross references are in the Index, mainly for women
with more than one marriage surname. In these cases the sur-
name on the gravestone is used for the entry, with reference
from the other marriage surname. Cross reference is not made
from birth surnames.

iii
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More than a year was required for the research and compi-
lation of the informatiom in this record, in additiom to time
spent in surveying the cemetery. The intent was to make the
entries as helpful as possible, while keeping them uniform and
in balance. Denton County Historical Commission has retained
its work cards which often have additiomal information and the

_ sources used.

In a cemetery record the name and birth/death information
are the basic data. The recordlng of relationships of persons
has been limited to verifiable "wife of'" notes, and in cases of
Y0ung children, to "som of'" and "daughter of" notes. (See the
'List of Abbreviations"). Military service has been recorded
'if given on the gravestone. Fraternal affiliations, -although
“given on gravestone, are omitted. The birth state (or country)
of earlier settlers, and marriage dates, if given, are recorded
as quoted notes.

Notes are given in some cases to clarify data or to cite
inconsistent dates, etc. In cases where a marker is a memorlal
(no burial) this was explained in a note, such as "Lost at sea.’
It should be noted alsoc that there are some entries for persous
'still ‘living; this is indicated by an "open'" date, or no dates..
Usually this is dome when a double gravestone has been used, with
both names inscribed at the time. Although the .editor was tempted

. many times to add notes when more information was available, this
was’'not done because it could not be kept in balance, nor was it
-~ feasible because of space llmltatlons. For reason of space as
~well as for page appearance perlods are omitted after initials
. in a name; however, if the name was known, it was recorded.

i, - This is considered to be an amendable record. Validated
;ciorrections reported to the Denton County Historical Commission
,or to the- compller w111 be appreciated. Also, any identification

~concerning "Unknown' burials and removals is sought.

The motivation for this project was not only to provide a
name list and location guide to this large I 0 O F Cemetery,
but ‘also to create an historical record of approximately 5,800
persons who have lived in and contributed to the history of our
town during its one -hundred and twenty-four years.

Elaine A. Ledlow, member,

Denton County Historical Commission,
and Denton County Genealogical Society
April 1984 .
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